
 
June 11, 2010 

 
Dear Friends: 
 
MIXED EMOTIONS 
 
One friend recently told me, "Michael, you cannot change hearts. Only God can."  
 
Paul, the Apostle says it so beautifully in 1 Peter 5: 5 and 6, "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the  
humble. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time". Those 
are good words of instruction as we seek to walk humbly in blessing and forgiveness. 
 
Although we all face difficult times, we must always remain cognizant that keeping a right spirit and walking  
humbly in forgiveness is a God Thing; we know it has powerful benefits . . . here and There. 
 
By personal experience and as recipients of some unpleasant onslaughts, Linda and I have tapped into this truth 
and it has sustained us and strengthened us. It has been health to our souls, joy to our spirits and it continues to 
bring a good night's sleep. Because of the Word, we have stood strong and faithful. Even our boys have  
acknowledged God's loving hand. 
 
At times, parts of the Word have literally had to come alive and connect in our core. We've certainly identified 
with many of the scripture characters and have even quoted their words, "Lord, behold their threats", "They 
honor me with their lips but their hearts are far from me", "Don't be afraid that some plan conceived behind 
closed doors will be the end of you", and, "I appeal to you, brothers, to be on your guard concerning those who 
create dissensions and difficulties and cause divisions, in opposition to the doctrine (the teaching) which you have 
been taught. (I warn you to turn aside from them, to,) avoid them." Does that sound like forgiveness? You bet. 
 
In the real sense of the Word, we should always keep our hearts right while walking in forgiveness, knowing how 
much we've been forgiven and knowing that God is in full control, it is not our job to exact revenge and a price. 
 
Tragically, many, as naïve and misdirected, believe that they are "loving, obedient and submissive", as they again 
submit to abusive actions in order to please God. In the gentlest of terms, that's nuts. 
 
Forgiveness, the God thing, YES. Allowing repetitive abuse, NO. 
 
The Word and our own Christian Life walk is filled with actions of forgiveness that brought freedom but did not 
hide the scars or dismiss the consequences.  
 
You see, the thief is forgiven but he doesn't get to handle the offering. The abuser is forgiven but doesn't get to 
work in Children's Church. Capiche?  
 
He forgave and blessed Jacob but the limp stayed forever. 
 
He forgave and blessed Moses but Moses got to watch them walk into the Promise Land without him. 
 
He forgave and blessed Samson but he stayed blind and crumbled under the rubble.  
 
Real forgiveness cannot be divorced from love. Sometimes it's tough love but it is always practiced with the 
knowledge that God is just.  
 
The Word is clear . . . "Hatred stirs up strife but love covers." (Proverbs), "Above all, have fervent love for it  
covers a multitude of sins." (1 Peter) 
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This concept is broadened as Paul, in his Corinthian love points, deals with the real fruit of real love . . . loving, 
covering, and not hovering.  
 
The compulsive controllers, who helicopter incessantly, need to be put on notice . . . your self seeking, striving 
antics don't fly here. That also goes for the calculating, premeditated charade parade of pandering pity. Park the 
elephants, send the clowns home, the parade is over. 
 
The most vivid story of covering relates to our friend Noah. After years of boat building, animal wrangling, being 
laughed at and being shut up with all that gang for the wildest cruise experience of all time, I guess the stress 
finally got to him and his family found him in a "three sheets to the wind" condition. Noah was drunk and naked. 
We all know, drunk and nekkid (that's how they say it in the South) is a bad combination.  
 
One son walked in and began to laugh and ridicule Noah. The other two sons, although grieved and sad, backed 
in to cover him. Now, Noah was a mess and was clearly in the wrong but God spoke blessing to the ones who 
lovingly covered up wobbly Noah. This is the way we have conducted ourselves. 
 
Perhaps you feel like you've been smacked by a Louisville Slugger of meanness and abuse, perhaps you have 
been threatened, perhaps you have been the target of a clandestine conspiracy to stomp you into the ground and 
to drag you, perhaps your acts of benevolence and blessing have been discredited and distorted, perhaps you 
have been betrayed by thieves of money, character and influence, perhaps a co-worker weaseled in to take credit 
for a job you did, perhaps you've had to cover a drunk, naked Noah a time or two . . . don't be discouraged. God 
knows. He is there for you. He will lift you and under gird you. Just stop running to get in the "beat up line".  
 
Let these words help you whether facing a cranky sales clerk, the spews of narcissistic entitlement behavior or 
one of those "Ichabod" moments like we, as a church, have had to face. By experience, we have walked through 
a vitriolic gauntlet while practicing extreme charity and forgiveness. Our conclusion? God is Faithful.  
 
The Word of the Lord is in my mouth regarding the intentional creation of confusion, the calculated discord  
sowing, the constructing of mischief and the conscious allowance of smear intended to demean and vilify us as 
leaders. Much damage has been done to the "church" that manipulated crocodile tears dramatically pledged  
undying devotion to. Oh, how hollow. Thus saith the Lord, "The sham is over." 
 
My friend was right, we can't change hearts, but we can keep ours in check. 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



